
 
ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH AUSTIN, TEXAS  FEBR UARY 28TH, 2010 

 
Saturday, Feb 27th 5:00 p.m. For the Parish 
Sunday, Feb 28th 7:30 a.m. Collin Ryan �  
 9:00 a.m. Julie Clapp �  
 10:45 a.m. Ismael Quidato �  
 12:30 p.m. Paul Jamison �  
 5:00 p.m. Dan Rawn �  
Monday, Mar 1st 8:30 a.m. David Harper �  
Tuesday, Mar 2nd 8:30 a.m. Elsa M. Padilla �  
Wednesday, Mar 3rd 7:00 a.m. Alfonso Pena �  
 8:30 a.m. Antonio Mendez �  
 6:30 p.m. For the Parish 
Thursday, Mar 4th 8:30 a.m. Isabel Samudio Mirelez �  
Friday, Mar 5th 8:30 a.m. Andrea R. Mireles �  
Saturday, Mar 6th 5:00 p.m. Lawrence Rossi �  
 
Mass times for other parishes (including those outside of the 
Austin Diocese) can be found at: www.masstimes.org.  

 
Please pray for the spiritual, mental and 
physical needs of our parish, especially 
for the following:   
 

Cody Macaluso, Joatie Smola,  
Awanda Whitworth, John Zaptin,  
Kevin Reece, Eileen Hatfield,  
Betsy Klaer, Mary Ann Fox,  
Alex Barrientes, JoAnn Baylon,  
Mason Biedermann, Junior Bosquez,  
Martha Bosquez, Monica Bradley,  
Tamara Bridges, Justin Brodmann,  
Michele Bubnis, Lillian Burda,  
Dylan Bures, Bryan Campbell,  
Emiline Cantore, Rev. Fred Chalupa, 
Sue DiLorenzo, Mary Edgar,  
Matt Fisch, John Franko,  
Armando Frezza, Beverly Graves,  
Zach Green, Scott Heri,  
Lynn Holt, Joseph Kelly,  
Allyson Klaer, Eva G. Maggio,   
Earline Mitchon, Paul Nguyen,  
Pamela Russo, Carmen Schmidt,  
Jackie Schwab, Katherine Simon,  
Joan Szendrey, Devon Vogel,  
Lyla Rose White, Paul Wicker,  
Fran Wilkes.   

Requests to add a Mass Intention or someone to the Prayer List 
can be done through the Parish Office at 258-1161. 
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 If you or someone you know has 
Celiac Disease and is gluten-intolerant, St. Thomas More Parish 
can provide the low-gluten hosts which are made by the 
Benedictine Sisters in Missouri. Just let us know in the sacristy 
before Mass. For more information, please contact Sue Stremel 
at 258-1161 ext. 225. 

 
 

Why Catholics make the Sign of the Cross? Back in 
the 2nd century when this practice began, it was common to 
honor a ruler with a gesture of respect. Whether bowing down or 
touching the forehead, such gestures were ritual ways to show 
humility before a person of great power. The Sign of the Cross 
became one such devotion to the Holy Trinity and acted as a 
sign of recognition between early Christians who were 
sometimes forced to worship in secret. Now a prayer in itself, 
each time we make the Sign of Cross we express our identity as 
a Christian (a follower of Christ) and our respect for God. 
 

Why Catholics cross their forehead, lips, and chest 
before listening to the Gospel at Mass? 
One reason we cross ourselves before listening to the Gospel is 
to ask God to let its message guide our thoughts, words, and 
heart. Before the priest or deacon proclaims the Gospel, we trace 
the sign of the cross first on the forehead, then the lips, and 
finally over the heart. Some even say a prayer similar to this, 
“May the words of the Gospel forever be on my mind, 
proclaimed on my lips, and live in my heart.”   
 

To Learn More, please visit this web resource: 
www.ewtn.com/library/Liturgy/ZSIGNCRO.HTM  
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 Our parish has a 
two step process designed to help parents understand the 
sacrament of baptism and to support them in their role of helping 
their child to fully live the gifts received in baptism. 
For the First Step of the process, parents meet with a priest or 
deacon. To schedule an appointment, please contact the parish 
office at 258-1161 or theresa@stmaustin.org.  
For the Second Step of the process, both parents and 
godparents attend a baptism class. Baptism classes are held at 
STM on the first Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Parents can 
schedule a time to participate in the class during their meeting 
with a priest or deacon. There are NO baptisms celebrated 
during Lent. Outside of Lent, baptisms are held at 2:00 p.m. 
every Sunday of the month. 
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���� This Sunday at 
the 9:00 a.m. Mass, those candidates already 
one with us in baptism and preparing to be 
received into full communion with the Catholic 
Church this Easter, together with their sponsors 
and the entire assembly, will participate in the 

celebration of the Penitential Rite. The experience of the 
Penitential Rite will help them and all the assembly prepare to 
celebrate the sacrament of penance. 
** Are you interested in finding out more about how Catholics 
live their faith? Do you have questions about what Catholics 
believe about life, death, suffering, hope, forgiveness, love, 
Scripture, God? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is a process to explore these and other faith issues for 
those who may be considering becoming a Catholic. If you or 
someone you know would like more information, please call 
Debra at the church office at 512-258-1161, ext. 214. 



 
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
 

Prayer for Insight and Courage 
Lord of all, 
Creator of the heavens and the earth, 
   we give thanks for this time of reflection and prayer. 
We give thanks for the beauty of the earth, 
   for the coming of spring, 
   and for this Lenten season of walking with you. 
Give us the grace to see you revealed 
   in the cloud at the mountaintop 
   and in the person we meet on the street. 
Help us to know your glory 
   and to bring others to the knowledge of it. 
Give us courage to leave our safe havens 
   and proclaim your presence to the world. 
You alone are worthy of our praise and our glory. 
Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 
© 2010 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Written by Mary Katharine Deeley. Illustrated by 

Clint Hansen. Permission to publish granted by the Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General, 

Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 16, 2009. 
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2nd Sunday of Lent (Feb. 27th & 28th):  

Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 9:28b-36 
 

3rd Sunday of Lent (Mar. 6th & 7th) – Cycle A:  
Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 

 

For daily Mass Readings, please check The Catholic Spirit or 
visit:  www.usccb.org/nab/ 
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meal with a non-meat soup, bread and drinks and 
are served in the Family Center from 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m. during Lent. The suppers continue on Friday, 
March 5th. There will be no charge for these suppers, however 
free will offerings will go to support Mobile Loaves & Fishes. 
Thank you to the STM Men’s Club who sponsored the supper on 
February 19th and the Respect Life Ministry who sponsored the 
supper on February 26th. 
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Our yearly “Awakening” mission for the entire parish will 
be March 1st to 3rd. Our mission will feature Msgr. 
Jerry McGrath , Rector of St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica 
in Beaumont, TX. Evening sessions will be from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m. in the church. Activities will be offered for kids 
in Kindergarten thru 8th grade each evening. There will be 
a free Nursery for kids under 5. This year, don’t let Lent 
pass you by. Bring your entire family and your friends as 
Msgr. McGrath explores a different theme each evening: 
* Monday, March 1st – Amazing Grace 
* Tuesday, March 2nd – Renewed Radiance 
* Wednesday, March 3rd – Live in the Lord’s Love 
Fellowship events will follow each evening’s presentation. 
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** Ashes to Easter Containers are now available in 
the back of the church if you have not picked one up 
yet. We are so blessed by the gracious gift of one man, 
Jesus Christ, who transformed human history. Share 
your blessings. Put something in your Lent container 
each day and we will together substantially help the 
beginning and struggling missions. Please pray for the 
missions each day and return the container on Easter. 
** Stations of the Cross will be prayed each Friday in Lent at 
Noon and 7:00 p.m. in the church. Evening stations will be 
followed by Adoration/Benediction. 
** Parish Penance Services: In addition to our weekly 
opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation (see front 
cover), we will have a Penance Service on March 10th starting 
at 9:00 a.m. and on March 19th starting at 7:00 p.m. Penance 
Services offered at neighboring parishes are listed on the parish 
website at: www.stmaustin.org/eventdetails.shtm#event_3.    
** A Healing Service With Alan Ames will follow the LIFE 
Teen Mass on Sunday, March 7th in the church. Alan has 
traveled to 50 countries in the past 15 years, sharing his inspiring 
conversion story and powerful healing ministry. Alan’s life has 
changed from a violent, alcoholic man to a man of complete 
devotion to God. Please invite your family, friends and co-
workers to attend. For more information, please visit 
www.alanames.org.  
** Weekly Lenten Reflections will be e-mailed to all 
parishioners who have an e-mail in the parish database. If you 
are not receiving these reflections (last one was sent on February 
20th) and would like to receive these reflections, send an e-mail 
to steve@stmaustin.org. Lenten Prayer & Activity Packets are 
available in PDF format on the parish website. 
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Ministry at St. Thomas More helping 25 to 35 year olds, married 
or single, cross paths with one another! We hope you can join us 
for our next event, the Parish Awakening, on Monday, March 
1st. We will gather for coffee afterwards. Also, mark your 
calendars to join us on March 12th for the Lenten Soup Supper 
& Stations of the Cross which we will then follow with a GAME 
NIGHT. For more information, please contact Emily at 
emily.faggard@gmail.com or Matt at mbalhof@yahoo.com.  
 

PARISH WELCOME & REGISTRATION EVENT  
Because we want to personally welcome you to our 
community, you are invited to attend a Parish Welcome & 
Registration Event. Our next welcoming event will be next 
Sunday, March 7th at 12:30 p.m. in the PAC. We will not be 
adding any newcomers to our official rolls until that date, 
but at ANY time you are welcome to participate in parish 
services and events. Please contact Nancy in the parish office 
at 258-1161 ext. 229 if you plan to attend in order that 
adequate materials will be available. Please plan on being at 
this event for one hour. 

We look forward to meeting you! 
 
������ ��� 
��	�� ����������� ��� 
��	�� ����������� ��� 
��	�� ����������� ��� 
��	�� ����� �	��	��	��	� 



���� Seniors, mark your calendar 
for our Thursday, March 18th meeting and luncheon starting at 
10:00 a.m. in the PAC. This month our guest speaker is Deacon 
Dan Lupo. Arch Bishop Gregory Aymond ordained 23 men to 
the role of Permanent Deacon, including Dan. Deacon Dan has 
been assigned to serve at our parish. Please contribute to our 
shared meal by bringing an item based on the first letter of your 
last name: A to F – a side dish, G to L – a dessert, M to Z – a 
main dish. We look forward to seeing everyone. If you have any 
questions, please call Betty Saxon at 986-5708. 
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sharing community? Come solo, or with your spouse, gather 
your friends or neighbors and join us for the kick-off of 
Communitas, a new ministry at STM. This initial six-week 
program will offer facilitated small group sessions of scripture 
readings, faith sharing, fellowship and fun. Mark your calendar 
for 6:45 p.m. on April 8th . More details to follow soon! 
 
������ ��� ���� ��� �
�������� ��� ���� ��� �
�������� ��� ���� ��� �
�������� ��� ���� ��� �
�� ������	��������	��������	��������	�� 



���� The STM Men’s 
Club is sponsoring a trip to see the Cardinals vs. the Astros on 
Saturday, July 10th in Houston. The Cost of the trip is $75 (per 
person) which includes a ticket to the game, bus transportation, 
and food & beverages on the bus ride. This trip is open to family 
members, parishioners, and friends, so get your tickets early. 
The bus will depart at 1:00 p.m. from STM and return around 
midnight. This would make a great Father’s Day or Graduation 
Present for someone special. For more information, please 
contact Randy McFadden at rmcfadden@austin.rr.com.  
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����The Music 
Ministry has started to prepare for the 
music for Easter!  
* The St. Cecilia Choir is a choir 
designed for 6 to 7 year olds. The choir 
will sing at the 8:30 a.m. Mass in the 

PAC on Easter morning. Karen Lawson is the director. 
Rehearsals will start on March 4th at 5:30 p.m. Please contact 
Karen at 258-1161 ext. 237 to get more rehearsal schedule 
information. 
* The Teen Choir will be singing at the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the 
PAC on Easter Morning. Karen Lawson is the director. 
Rehearsals will start on March 4th at 6:15 p.m. in the church. 
Contact Karen at 258-1161 ext. 237 for more rehearsal schedule 
information. 
* Instrumental Needs: We have a need for Brass players for 
Easter morning, particularly trumpet players. We also have a 
string group and a woodwind group that will be playing through 
Lent and playing some instrumental work during the Triduum. 
An audition is required, so please contact Ren if you are 
interested.  
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����The latest meeting of the St. 
Thomas More Pastoral Advisory 
Council was held on February 4th.  
* The council formally adopted the 
revised Pastoral Council Norms.   
* The council reflected on the Vatican Council II document, 
Gaudium et Spes, which encourages the Church to “read the 
signs of the times” in discerning the short- and long-term 
direction of the parish.  
* The council heard a report on parish finances which 
highlighted a shortfall in collections against forecast. In its 
efforts to balance the budget, the administration has delayed 
capital expenditures and instructed staff to limit spending to 
91% of budget while striving to fulfill the mission of the parish.  
* Doug Gallarda presented information from an ongoing study 
of the feasibility of establishing Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament in the parish. The council will 
continue to study this before making a decision.  
* Fr. Mike proposed a timeline for parish input, development, 
review, and approval of a five-year parish plan by this 
November. The current plan ends this year. First steps will be 
the formation of a planning committee. Bill Connors agreed to 
represent the council as co-chair with assistance from others.  
* The next council meeting will be on Thursday, March 4th at 
7:15 p.m. in the Pastoral Offices. 
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 Come see what’s new! Prayer rocks, 
bible time stories for children, spiritual refreshment for women 
books, flower petals, journals, colorful devotions & lots more. 
The Gift Shop hours are 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays and after all weekend Masses. We are looking for 
fun loving people to help on Saturday evenings. If you would 
like to help, please contact Antonette Haecker at 250-1477. 
 
���� �	�� ��"��������� �	�� ��"��������� �	�� ��"��������� �	�� ��"�����  to the STM Library in the Family Center 
after all Masses, to "check out" the fantastic books in the New 
Books section. For more information, contact Lisa at 925-1909. 



 
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
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��� Lenten Banks: As you know, Lent began with Ash 
Wednesday on February 17th. Your child should have brought 
home a decorated Lenten Bank box. Please place this in a 
prominent place in your home. We’re asking you to give your 
child ways in which he or she can earn coins and encourage 
them to put these coins in the bank. The banks will be collected 
during class on Palm Sunday, March 28th. The money 
collected will be divided between two organizations: Haitian 
Relief through Catholic Relief Services and Mobile Loaves & 
Fishes (to purchase peanut butter and jelly supplies). We’d like 
to give your child a chance to share with others in our 
community, as Jesus calls us to do. IF YOU DID NOT GET A 
BANK, PLEASE ASK YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER! 
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** A Family Retreat  for 2nd graders and elementary Older 
Students will be held on Sunday, February 28th. Families need 
to attend this  retreat if they did not attend the one on February 
21st. Classes, a church tour, and banner-making will be held 
during the retreat. If you have any questions, contact Claudette. 
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** Food Hunt is Sunday, February 28th from 4:00 to 6:30 
p.m. We will meet in the Family Center, choose teams with 
parent drivers, collect food items, and return to Brennan for 
hotdogs and snacks. The food we collect will be donated to 
Mobile Loaves & Fishes food pantry.  
** Parish Mission Helpers are needed on March 1st and/or 
March 3rd  to be small group leaders for children in grades K 
thru 5th. Please contact Andrea if you can help. 
** A Work Day at Eagle’s Wings will be on Saturday, March 
6th from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This will be a great day to get 
outside and make a difference while having fun! The whole 
family is invited and lunch will be provided. Wear closed toed 
shoes and bring work gloves. Parent volunteers and drivers 
needed. For more information and permission slips, please 
contact Andrea at the number above or andrea@stmaustin.org.  
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** Confirmation Classes Start on March 24th: Classes will be 
in the RE Building starting at 7:00 p.m. Information letters will 
be sent out this week containing more information about the 
classes and Confirmation Retreat. 
** Teen Stations of the Cross is March 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church. If you would like to help, please contact Logan.  
** Super XLT is March 7th  from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Jump on 
the bus and join us as we head over to St. Albert the Great and 
enjoy an evening of Praise & Worship, a talk by Fr. Jonathan 
Raia (newly ordained) and conclude with Adoration. The cost is 
$10. For permission forms, please contact Logan.   
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Sunday, February 28th 
Sunday School Classes.................9:00 to 10:00 am (Preschool Rms) 
Sunday School Classes...............10:45 to 11:45 am (Preschool Rms) 
Lenten Bible Study - John.........10:30 am to Noon (Room #215) 
Middle School Food Hunt............ 3:00 to 5:00 pm (RE Building) 
Middle School Classes.................. 5:00 to 6:15 pm (RE Building) 
Middle School Classes.................. 6:45 to 8:00 pm (RE Building) 
LIFE Teen Night............................ 6:00 to 8:00 pm (PAC) 
Parents ROCK Session......No Meeting This Week 
Parents ROCK is not meeting this week but will resume on March 
7th when the Social Justice Committee will joins us.   

Monday, March 1st 
AFF Bible Timeline Study...........9:30 to 11:45 am (Brennan Aud.) 
Lenten Bible Study - John...........9:30 to 11:00 am (Library) 
Elementary School Classes........... 4:00 to 5:15 pm (RE Building) 
Elementary School Classes........... 6:45 to 8:00 pm (RE Building) 

Tuesday, March 2nd 
Lenten Bible Study - John.....11:30 am to 1:00 pm (Room #105) 
Elementary School Classes........... 4:00 to 5:15 pm (RE Building) 
LIFE Teen Bible Study................. 7:00 to 9:00 pm (LIFE House) 
OSSP Classes................................. 7:00 to 8:15 pm (RE Building) 

Wednesday, March 3rd 
LIFE Teen Coffee House...............7:00 to 8:00 am (LIFE House) 
Elementary School Classes........... 4:00 to 5:15 pm (RE Building) 

Thursday, March 4th 
Communitas Core Team Mtg....... 7:00 to 8:30 pm (Room #104) 
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���� The Miracle League at 
Town and Country begins its spring season March 20th and 
registration is now open at www.miracle.tandcsport.org. This is 
a baseball league for kids, ages 4 to 19, with special needs. The 
players are assisted by Buddies who must be at least 12 years old 
and are also required to register to participate. It is a great 
opportunity to get service hour credits for school or 
confirmation. For more information, contact Patty at 918-0146. 
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 ���� Last 
week 36 of our young parishioners 
brought an envelope to Mass with 
them. These donations, combined 
with the loose money donated, 

totaled $300. Some of the wonderful offerings of time and talent 
included: "decorating my house", "saying special prayers for 
people", "ignored rude comments from a friend" and we also 
received some fantastic drawings and notes to God that were 
offered up. Quote for the week: "But our homeland is in heaven 
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ." - Philippians 3:20 
February Charity : Brianna’s Pennies of Love 
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����
Relevant Radio programming provides thought provoking 
dialogue, commentary and listener call-in programs with award 
winning journalists that cover topics like family and personal 
relationships, political and social concerns, religion and faith, 
plus national and international news. Take your faith beyond 
Sunday and into the rest of the week with Relevant Radio! Tune 
in to Relevant Radio at AM 970 or for online streaming at 
www.relevantradio970.com.  
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 ���� (CRHP) offers 
an opportunity to step back from daily life and 
re-examine our Catholic commitment to the 

teachings of Jesus in an environment of 
Christian fellowship. These renewal 
weekends are sponsored by our parish 
community, meals are provided all weekend 

and offered at no cost to those who attend. 
The next Men’s Weekend will be held on April 10th & 11th. 
For more information and/or to sign-up, please contact Josh 
Dumont at invitemen@stmaustin.org or 517-1820. The next 
Women’s Weekend will be held on May 1st & 2nd. For more 
information and/or to sign-up, please contact Pam Darden at 
invitewomen@stmaustin.org or 249-1868. Please visit the 
CRHP home page at www.mysignup.com/crhp to support the 
weekends through Adoration, donations, kitchen help and 
cleanup. Thank you! 
** The CRHP Potluck Dinner  for all current and past CRHP 
women and men will be Saturday, March 6th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the PAC. Please plan on attending and supporting the men and 
women of Team 21 as they continue their preparations to present 
His weekend to the men and women of Team 22! Please bring 
an item (serving 12 to 15 people) based on the first letter of your 
last name: A to F – a main dish, G to L – a side, M to N – drinks, 
O to S – a dessert or bread, and T to Z – a salad. 
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� Please join us Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. as we explore different forms 
of contemplative prayer. The calendar on page 9 of this bulletin 
provides the room locations. For all meetings we will be 
focusing on centering prayer and lectio divina. For more 
information, please contact John or Sue Daniewicz at 258-8472 
or layover3@austin.rr.com.  
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� is offered to 
parish members and those in need 
of healing prayers on the third 
Sunday of the month. Our next 
offering is Sunday, March 21st 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Room 101. Holistic Touch is 20 
minutes of peace-filled quiet and is one way to slow down and 
feel the loving presence of the Lord. Holistic Touch focuses on 
St. Paul's words that encourage us to pray together and to lay on 
hands. For additional information on Holistic Touch, please 
contact Tina Jude at 255-7625 or Regina Moser at 258-3723. 
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 A rosary is prayed 
every Tuesday and Wednesday at our parish. 
On Tuesdays it begins at 7:00 p.m. in the STM 

Room of the PAC. For more information about Tuesday’s group, 
please contact Judy Crowley at 335-5399. On Wednesdays the 
rosary is prayed in Room 102 from 9:45 to 10:15 a.m. Room 102 
is filled with toys for your younger children to play while adults 
pray. The Mother’s of Young Children Ministry sponsors this 
event. Everyone is invited to both prayer times! If you can't 
attend a rosary group at STM, then please join them in spirit 
from your home and lift up your prayers with theirs. 
   

��	�������������������	�������������������	�������������������	����������������� ���������������� 9999 Landings is 
a ministry developed by the Paulists to assist in 
welcoming inactive Catholics back “home”. 

Most of us have friends and/or family members who have been 
away from the Church for various reasons. Landings can be 
offered to them as a non-confrontational opportunity to renew 
their faith. At St. Thomas More we have had many people go 
through the Landings process. For more information, please 
contact Shirley Oliver at 219-6729. 
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Are you having a tough time dealing with loss? Come and let us 
support you during this difficult time of your life. We meet on 
the second Thursday of each month in the Bride’s Room in the 
church. Our next meeting is Thursday, March 11th from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m. For more information, please contact Dottie at 250-
1718 or dottiebonds7@gmail.com or Bill Sumners at 423-4810 
grayghost62@sbcglobal.net.  
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���� Have you received baptism and 
First Communion but never been confirmed? Here is your 
chance! “Reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is 
necessary for the completion of baptismal grace...” Preparation 
for this sacrament aims at “leading the Christian toward a more 
intimate union with Christ and a more lively familiarity with the 
Holy Spirit.” Join with others in preparing for this important 
Sacrament. Sessions have started and meet on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 a.m. in Room 213. The process culminates 
with a Confirmation celebration in May. For more information, 
contact Dawn at 258-1944 ext. 235 or dawn@stmaustin.org.  
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����Explore the roots of 
our Catholic faith as Fr. James Ekeocha takes you on a walk 
through Church history! Sessions continue on Friday, March 
5th in Room 105 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

������� ������ �������������� ������ �������������� ������ �������������� ������ ������� !!!! ���� STM’s popular adult bible study 
series continues with a new six week session that focuses on the 
chapters 11-21 of John’s Gospel. Participants use an easy to 
follow booklet to guide them through each week’s discussion. 
Multiple weekly times are available – please check the schedule 
on page 9 for more details. For more information about this 
study, please contact Dawn. 
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�����	�� ��� �"����� �������� ���� for most AFF events. Please 
contact Kelli Merchant  at 914-6844 or patkelli@yahoo.com at 
lease three days prior to the event to reserve space for your 
child(ren). 
 

THANK YOU: this bulletin is furnished to the parish 
without charge. The advertisements that appear 
completely defray all publishing costs with which the 
parish would otherwise be burdened. Please patronize 
these sponsors as a thank you for their kind generosity. 
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We have spaces left in our 3 year old and 4 year old classes for 
the 2010-2011 school year beginning in September! If you are a 
registered parishioner and were not able to attend the recent 
registration, please call to reserve your spot for the upcoming 
school year. Children entering into the three year old class must 
be potty trained. Classes are from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. For 
more information, please contact Eileen at eileen@stmaustin.org 
or 258-1721. 
 

 
It is with great sadness to inform you that Ms. Noel 
McGraw , our former Preschool Music and 4’s teacher passed 
away on February 23rd. She will be dearly missed by all. Please 
keep her family in your prayers. May her soul and the souls of 
all the faithfully departed rest in peace. – Eileen Hatfield 
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���� Ahoy Mates, get ready for an exciting 
adventure on the “High Seas” this summer with 
VBS. We are scheduled to set sail the week of July 

19th to 23rd, 2010. Volunteer registration will begin on 
Sunday, April 11th. Participant registration will begin on 
Sunday, May 16th. Mark these dates on your calendars so you 
don’t miss out on any of the FUN!! We will need 40 adult 
volunteers to be crew leaders and 50 teen helpers. Volunteer 
opportunities are for rising eighth graders, parents, grandparents, 
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welcomes mothers-to-be through mothers of 
preschoolers. We meet one Friday morning a 
month to build friendships while learning more 
about parenting, being a wife and strengthening 
our Catholic faith. Other activities include play 
dates, Mothers Night Outs, a weekly rosary group and our 
annual summer concert. Limited childcare is available during 
meetings. Our next gathering is Friday, March 26th at 9:30 
a.m. in Brennan Auditorium. Please contact Michele Chan-
Thomson at mchant@sbcglobal.net to learn more. 
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as we celebrate Lent on Friday, March 
12th. We will start by participating in the 
Lenten soup supper and Stations of the 
Cross. Following the stations, we will 
gather in Brennan for a short presentation on how the stations 
relate to marriage and couple time. For more information and to 
RSVP for childcare please contact Terry Johnson at 512-996-
0315 or stmcofchildcare@gmail.com. Since we will be starting 
with the soup supper, we will not be having our normal 
appetizer/social time. 
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will be hosting its monthly meeting on Friday, March 12th, at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 105. All single parents are invited to attend. 
Child care will be available for ages 2 through 12. For more 
information please contact Brian Leandra at 627-4685 or 
Jacquelyn Mika at 589-9337. 
����
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There will be a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend presented at STM on 
July 30th to August 1st. This is the same 
retreat for married couples that is normally 
presented with overnight stays at Cedarbrake 
Retreat Center. The weekend at STM will be 

on parish grounds and will allow the couples to go home in the 
evening. Couples who attend these weekends not only 
rediscover the joy, intimacy and romance in their relationships, 
but also become more active in their Church. To register, please 
contact Mike and Renee Furtado at (512) 396-3620 or 
mfurtado@grandecom.net. Early registration is highly 
recommended. There is a $50 registration fee which is waived 
for anyone who cannot afford it. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jose and Marilyn Garcia at 342-9727, Marcos 
and Marie Palacios at 918-1931, or Juan Jose and Carol 
Guevara-Hernandez at 246-3261. 
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on Saturday, March 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Center. 
Come share faith, fellowship and food at this interactive evening 
designed to increase intimacy within your marriage. Date Night 
is usually held the 2nd Saturday of every month. “Doing Time,” 
we will be contemplating how quality time means different 
things for different couples. Join us as we help you determine 
what suits your marriage best and how to get more of it! This is 
a potluck event, so please RSVP by sending an e-mail to 
stmyoungmarrieds@gmail.com. You will be added to the evite. 
 
�	���� ����� �	��� �
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�� ��	��	���	��	���	��	���	��	� !!!!  What do Landings, 
Religious Education and Financial Peace University have in 
common? What do Families of Faith, Couples of Faith and 
Catholic Single Parents share? These ministries are using 
childcare at the same time and it has been a great success! By 
sharing childcare, the cost has been reduced dramatically and we 
are using our caregivers more efficiently! If your ministry is 
hosting an event and you are considering the need of childcare, 
please contact Kelli Merchant  at 914-6844 to discuss details. 
The STM Nursery is willing to help and childcare may already 
be available during your event. 
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helps provide spiritual and community support 
for those people looking for work or wanting 
to change jobs.  
* If you are interested, please try to attend one 
of our upcoming meetings (please see page 9 

for schedule information).  
* People out of work may be facing financial and personal 
hardships. Job leads and networking contacts can be a big help 
to this ministry. 
* The U.S. Census is hiring for temporary, part-time jobs that 
offer good pay, flexible hours, and close to home. For more 
information, please call 866-861-2010 or visit 
www.2010censusjobs.gov. 
* For more information on meeting times,  networking contacts, 
or other help, please contact Dana Brown at 750-2221 or 
dbrown74@austin.rr.com. 
 

�
���
���
���
�� 	��	��	��	�� ������������������������������������ �������	��������	��������	��������	� ��
** The Annual Diocesan Pro-Life Benefit Gala will take place 
Saturday, March 27th at the North Austin Marriott (Round 
Rock). The speaker will be Dr. Janet Smith, who is an expert 
on Catholic teachings on sexuality and bioethics. Dr. Smith 
holds the Father Micheal J. McGivney Chair of Life Ethics at 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit. Don’t miss her 
insights on “A Culture of Life vs. A Culture of Death” as she 
shares John Paul II’s vision for how a commitment to Christian 
Values can restore a Culture of Life. For more information, call 
512-949-2486 or visit www.austindiocese.org/prolifegala.  
** 40 Days For Life: The Austin Coalition for Life is a 
community-based, grassroots pro-life organization made up of 
local volunteers dedicated to ending abortion peacefully and 
prayerfully in Austin. From February 17th to March 28th, 
Austin will unite with 156 cities across the country and world 
for a simultaneous 40 day prayer vigil. 40 Days of: prayer & 
fasting, community outreach, and constant peaceful vigils. By 
giving just one hour of your week to come pray out on the 
sidewalk at two of the vigil sites this spring, the Lord will use 
you to help end abortion in Austin. For more information, please 
visit www.austincoalitionforlife.com.  
** For More Information  about Respect Life, please contact 
Rebecca or Ted McDonald at rebecca@mclawaustin.com, 925-
3973 or 450-0803.  

** The Gabriel Project  is committed to offering 
hope and support to mothers who have made the 
choice for Life by witnessing to them the good 
news of God's salvation through our words and 
actions. The Gabriel Project is currently in need 
of gently used toddler clothes, cribs and crib 

bedding, bassinets and Pack-N-Plays. To donate to the Gabriel 
Project or learn more about our ministry, please contact 
Brandey Fanette at 657-8985 or stmgabrielproject@gmail.com. 
** Projects Rachel is a ministry to help women and men who 
suffer emotionally or spiritually because of an abortion. Rachel 
Vineyard Retreats are offered on weekends for post-abortive 
men and women. For more information, please call 1-877-WE 
CARE2, or in Austin 238-1246. 
 

 
Information on news, services & events in the Diocese of Austin 
can be found on their website at www.austindiocese.org. 
Listings of upcoming diocesan events can be found in the 
Family Center across from the Gift Shop and on our parish 
website at www.stmaustin.org/eventdetails.shtm#event_5.  
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�We are seeking to build our parish team of 
volunteer interpreters in American Sign Language. They would 
share their gift of interpretation in Mass, in the administration of 
Sacraments, in Religious Education classes, and other parish 
activities. If you know American Sign Language and you are 
willing to provide this valuable service, please contact Steve at 
steve@stmaustin.org or 512-258-1161 ext. 211. 
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� Respite is a 
weekly activity for people with any form of dementia. This 
ministry meets Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the 
PAC. We are in need of volunteers to occasionally cook the 
noon meal. If you can provide help, please contact Vivian 
Duffin  at 258-0522. For more information on this ministry, 
please contact  Anne Rodriguez at 918-8580. 
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�The Fisher House, where 
families needing temporary housing stay, needs bath towels 
replenished. If any of you have bath towels and/or wash cloths 
that you are no longer using, please drop them off at the Fisher 
House in a bag on the front porch. We can use them when we 
host families during the week of March 21st. We appreciate 
any help and it will save purchasing more towels. If you would 
like to help during the week of March 21st, please contact 
Lynne Harvey at 470-2237 or lynneharvey@yahoo.com.  
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������������������ �	��	��	��	� �provides opportunities to get a 
week’s worth of meals for half the cost of what you would pay 
in a store. Food menus are available in the Pastoral Offices, in 
the Family Center and online at www.angelfoodministries.com. 
The order deadline for March is March 12th. Food distribution 
for March orders will be March 27th from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. For 
more information and/or for food menus, call 258-1161 ext. 318.  
 

“Where your treasure is,  
there your heart will be also.” 

 

Recent Collections: 
                                                Budget        Actual      Percent of Budget 
Week of Feb. 21st: $44,225.00     $45,063.57          101% 
St. Vincent de Paul Society:                      $9,461.08            
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� This week’s bulletin has been 
expanded to include a tear-out calendar of March events. The 
calendar view shows events that all parishioners are generally 
invited to. The listings on page 10 show meetings this week and 
meetings that are held every week. Scheduled activities are 
subject to change, so please visit our on-line calendar at 
http://reservations.stmaustin.org/. To reserve a parish event, 
bulletin insert, or table outside of Mass, please contact Debra 
Lohrstorfer at 258-1161, ext. 214 or debra@stmaustin.org.  



 
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Parish Events For MARCH 2010 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2nd Sunday of Lent    28 

Coffee & Donuts 
(F. C.) 8:00 am to Noon 
Adult Confirmation Prep.  
(Room #213) 
10:30 am to Noon  
Lenten Bible Study - John 
(Rm #215) 10:30 am 
RE Family Retreat 
(Brennan Aud.)  
1:30 to 4:30 pm 
N0 Baptisms During Lent   

March 1 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
9:30 to 11:15 am 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Library)  
9:30 to 11:00 am 
 

2 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Room #105)  
11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
 

3 
OLG Bible Study 
(Room #105)  
9:30 to 11:00 am  

4 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
7:00 to 8:45 pm 
STM Job Seekers 
(Room #105)   
7:00 to 9:00 pm  
Pastoral Council Mtg. 
(Lrg. Conf. Rm)   
7:15 to 9:00 pm  

5 
Church History Course  
(Room #105)  
9:30 to 11:00 am 
Stations of the Cross  
(Church) Noon  
Lenten Soup Supper  
(Family Center)  
5:30 to 7:00 pm 
LIFE Teen Stations of 
the Cross (Church)   
7:00 pm 

 6 
CRHP Potluck Dinner 
(PAC)   
6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 

3rd Sunday of Lent    7 
Coffee & Donuts 
(F. C.) 8:00 am to Noon 
Adult Confirmation Prep.  
(Rm #213) 10:30 am   
Lenten Bible Study - John 
(Room #215) 10:30 am  
Welcome & Reg. Event 
(PAC)  12:30 to 1:30 pm 
Baptism Preparation Class  
2:00 to 4:30 pm (see pg 2) 
Alan Ames Healing 
Service (Church)  
6:00 to 8:00 pm 
N0 Baptisms During Lent  

8 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
9:30 to 11:15 am 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Library)  
9:30 to 11:00 am 

 

9 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Room #105)  
11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Bride’s Mtg. 
(Bride’s Room)   
7:00 pm 
Catholic Discovery – 
Prayer  (Room #105)  
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Rosary (STM Room)   
7:00 to 8:00 pm 
Tech Ministry Mtg.  
(Library)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm 

10 
STM Job Seekers 
(Library)   
7:30 to 9:00 am  
Lenten Penance Service  
(Church)  
9:00 am to Noon 
OLG Bible Study 
(Rm #105) 9:30 am 
Contemplative Prayer 
(STM Room)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Lent Bible Study - John 
(Library)  
7:00 to 8:30 pm 

11 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
7:00 to 8:45 pm 
Grief Support Group 
(Bride’s Room)   
7:00 to 8:30 pm  
 

12 
Church History Course  
(Rm #105)  9:30 am 
Families of Faith 
(Room #104)   
5:30 to 8:30 pm 
Stations of the Cross  
(Church) Noon & 7:00 pm 
Lenten Soup Supper  
(F. C.) 5:30 to 7:00 pm 
Catholic Single Parents 
(Room #105)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm  
Couples of Faith 
(Brennan Aud.) 8:00 pm  

 13 
Young Marrieds –  
Date Night  
(Family Center)   
7:00 to 10:00 pm 

 

4th Sunday of Lent    14 
Men’s Club Taco Breakfast 
(Family Center)  
8:00 am to Noon 
N0 Baptisms During Lent 
 
* Spring Break Week *  

15 
 

16 
Rosary  
(STM Room)   
7:00 to 8:00 pm 

17 
Contemplative Prayer 
(STM Room in PAC)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm  
Lent Bible Study - John 
(Library) 7:00 to 8:30 pm  
Men’s Club   
(PAC1)   
7:00 to 10:00 pm 

18 
Young at Heart  
(PAC)  
10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Respect Life Meeting 
(Room #103)  
7:00 to 8:30 pm  
STM Job Seekers 
(Room #105) 7:00 pm  

19 
Stations of the Cross  
(Church) Noon  
Lenten Soup Supper  
(Family Center)  
5:30 to 7:00 pm 
Lenten Penance Service  
(Church)  
7:00 pm 

 20 
Families of Faith – 
Stations of the Cross 
(Brennan Aud.)  
8:00 am to Noon 
Carmelite 3rd Order 
Meeting  
(LIFE House)   
10:00 am to 3:30 pm 

5th Sunday of Lent    21 
Coffee & Donuts 
(F. C.) 8:00 am to Noon 
Holistic Touch  
(Room #101)  
9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Adult Confirmation Prep.  
(Room #213) 
10:30 am to Noon  
N0 Baptisms During Lent   

22 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
9:30 to 11:15 am 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Library)  
9:30 to 11:00 am 

23 
Lenten Bible Study – 
John (Room #105)  
11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Catholic Discovery – 
Prayer  (Room #105)  
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Rosary  
(STM Room)   
7:00 to 8:00 pm 

24 
STM Job Seekers 
(Library) 7:30 am  
OLG Bible Study 
(Room #105)  
9:30 to 11:00 am  
Contemplative Prayer 
(Room #101)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm  
Lent Bible Study - John 
(Library) 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Confirmation Classes 
Begin (RE Building)  
7:00 to 9:00 pm  

25 
Bible Timeline Study  
(Brennan Aud.)  
7:00 to 8:45 pm 

 

26 
Church History Course  
(Room #105)  
9:30 to 11:00 am 
MOYC  
(Brennan Aud.)  
9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Stations of the Cross  
(Church)  
Noon & 7:00 pm 
Lenten Soup Supper  
(Family Center)  
5:30 to 7:00 pm 

 
Event times 

and locations 
are subject to 

change. 

Parish Awaken Mission with Msgr. Jerry McGrath  
– 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the church each evening. 



 
ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH AUSTIN, TEXAS FEBRUARY 28TH, 2010 

�������� ������������ ����������
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
������� ������������ ����
 

Sunday, February 28th 
Boy Scout Meetings....................... 3:30 to 4:45 pm (Rms 207 & 208) 

Monday, March 1st 
SVDP Meeting................................ 6:30 to 9:00 pm (Room #103) 
Landings.......................................... 7:00 to 9:00 pm (Library) 

Wednesday, March 3rd 
Landings.......................................... 7:00 to 9:00 pm (Chelsea House) 
ML&F Team Meeting................... 7:30 to 9:30 pm (Room #213) 

Thursday, March 4th 
CRHP Renewal Director Training.. 7:00 to 9:00 pm (Library) 
Cub Scout Den Meeting................ 7:00 to 8:00 pm (Cub Scout Rms) 
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Sundays  
RCIA Catechumenate Session....9:30 am to Noon (Brennan Aud.) 
RCIA Catholic Inquiry...............10:30 am to Noon (Room #103) 
RCIA Pre-Catechumenate .........10:30 am to Noon (Room #105) 

Mondays 
AA Big Book Study....................... 7:00 to 8:30 pm (Chelsea House) 
Boy Scout Troop 159..................... 7:00 to 8:30 pm (PAC) 
Financial Peace University........... 7:00 to 9:00 pm (LIFE House) 

Tuesdays 
Men’s Scripture Share................... 6:30 to 7:15 am (STM Room) 
Stretching Toward Christ Yoga..9:15 to 10:15 am (Upper Room) 
Choir Rehearsals............................ 5:30 to 9:00 pm (Music Room) 
CRHP Women’s Spirituality...... 7:00 to 10:00 pm (Chelsea House) 

Wednesdays 
MOYC Rosary Group...................9:45 to 10:15 am (Room #102) 
Respite Ministry..................... 10:00 am to 2:00 pm (PAC) 
Financial Peace University........... 7:15 to 9:15 pm (LIFE House) 
Knights of Columbus Mtg............ 7:30 to 9:30 pm (Upper Room) 
    4th Wed. of the month.............. 7:30 to 9:30 pm (Family Center) 

Thursdays 
“That Man is You” Men’s Group.... 6:00 to 7:30 am (PAC) 
Stretching Toward Christ Yoga..9:15 to 10:15 am (Upper Room) 
CRHP Men’s Spirituality............ 7:00 to 10:00 pm (Chelsea House) 
Cub Scout Den Meeting................ 7:00 to 8:00 pm (Cub Scout Rms) 
Fathers of Faith............................... 7:00 to 9:00 pm (Room #101) 

Fridays 
Alcoholics Anonymous................. 7:00 to 8:30 pm (Chelsea House) 
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��� Good Samaritan Meal Ministry has an amazing team of willing volunteers 
to provide meals for any parishioners who are temporarily unable to cook for 
themselves because of illness or surgery. 

���� Contact: Lisa Janak at 401-8827 
��� New Adventures Respite Program: Respite is a weekly activity for people 

with any form of dementia. Activities include exercise, singing, games, 
bowling and mental stimulation. This ministry meets Wednesdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the PAC. Volunteers and financial donations are 
welcome. 

���� Contact: Anne Rodriguez at 918-8580 
��� STM Nursery: The STM Nursery is available during the 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday Masses for children from 6 months old to Pre-Kindergarten age. It is 
a co-op opportunity where parents whose children utilize the nursery 
volunteer once a month. You are invited to visit us during these Masses. 
We’re located down the hallway past the Gift Shop and the Library. 

���� Contact: Kelli Merchant  at patkelli@yahoo.com or 914-6844 
��� Addiction Help: If you are experiencing repeated family, work, social or 

health issues, it could be related to an alcohol or drug problem. If you or 
someone you love may be at risk of addiction, contact ADAM, which is the 
diocesan Alcohol and Drug Assistance Ministry.  
ALL CALLS ARE ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL . ����  

���� Contact: ADAM (Alcohol and Drug Assistance Ministry) at 1-866-203-4087 
��� Confidential Counseling: Chris Sperling is a Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapy Associate providing confidential counseling at STM for individuals, 
couples and families. 

���� Contact: Chris Sperling at 512-587-1784 
��� Prayer Line: We have a group of volunteers who take time to pray for those 

who are suffering from physical, mental or spiritual pain.  
���� Call:  258-1161 to add someone to the prayer list. 
���� Contact:  Heather Clark at 343-6170. 
��� Prayer Blankets: Do you have a family member, friend or neighbor who 

needs prayers? Why not request a Prayer Blanket! These blankets are made 
by parishioners and blessed by one of our priests. These are intended for 
persons struggling with physical, emotional or spiritual illness. Meetings to 
make the blankets are held on the first Thursday of every month at 
Frankie Wright’s  home. 

���� Contact: Frankie Wright  at 258-5216 
��� That Man Is You: This ministry for men is a great opportunity for spiritual 

growth and to meet other men in the Parish. For more information, please 
visit: www.paradisusdei.org/tmiy/.  

���� Contact: Javier Larrea at 512-275-0813. 


